THE UNION AND SLAVERY
Delivered at the Celebration of Independence Day, July 5, 1850
I AM at a loss to know what our friend Mr. Phillips meant when he said that, being a non-voter, he could not sign the petition asking the legislature of Massachusetts to decree the freedom of every fugitive slave coming into this State. I should like to hear from him somewhat more definitely on this point. For one, I intend to sign the petition and to get as many signatures to it as I can, and I, also, am a non-voter. It is true, what we cannot do ourselves, we cannot do by another; but I can and do, as an individual, make the decree that I wish the legislature to make respecting every fugitive slave coming into this State. True, my decree will not avail much; but when the people of this Commonwealth shall add their voices to mine, their decree will be potential. Now, to their shame, they are in covenant with Southern slaveholders not to allow the trembling fugitive to find safety and freedom among them. It is a wicked covenant, and I ask them to obliterate it, and to write in the place of it: " Every fugitive slave shall be free as soon as he touches the soil of Massachusetts !"
But it will probably be objected that to ask Massachusetts to make such a decree, while she stands constitutionally pledged to permit the slave-hunter to seize his victim, is to ask her to be guilty of perfidy, and is tantamount to a dissolution of the Union. Nevertheless, I say, Massachusetts is morally bound to protect every fugitive slave coming within her limits; and if the legislature shall avow to the world that she cannot do this, because of her constitutional stipulation to do just the reverse of it, that is just the confession I desire to be made " before all Israel and the sun/' to convict her, out of her own mouth, of being a kidnapping State, and willing to continue such, for
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